
Safer Skillman Avenue Coalition 
http://saferskillman.org info@saferskillman.org 
 

Support Daylighting for Safer Streets! 
March 3, 2009 – As concerned 
neighbors, we are asking you to 
support our request to remove 2-3 
parking spaces from Skillman 
Avenue at the corners of 51st , 52nd 
and 55th Streets – at most 9 spaces 
– and turn them into sidewalk.  
Here are some things we want you 
to know as you consider this issue: 

1. Daylighting would not hurt businesses.  The success of our neighborhood 
stores and services is very important to us.  The parking spaces we are 
asking to be turned into sidewalk are all residential parking.  From our 
observations, cars leave these spaces about once a week, and therefore they 
are almost never available to customers of the businesses on Skillman. 

2. Daylighting would protect the young and the elderly.  We decided to ask 
for daylighting after a young girl was hit by a car whose driver did not stop 
at the stop sign or look for pedestrians.  (Luckily, she was not badly hurt, but 
it could have been much worse.)  Removing two to three parked cars at only 
one corner of each of these three intersections would allow drivers to pay 
more attention to pedestrians and make it easier for them to follow the law. 

3. Daylighting is only part of our proposal.  We are also asking for sidewalk 
extensions at these corners, and we would also support raised crosswalks – 
essentially a speed bump in the crosswalk.  We have also asked for traffic 
signals, but the Department of Transportation turned down our request.  
Daylighting would not be necessary if traffic lights are installed. 

We hope that this information will be useful to you.  If you have 
more questions or concerns, or would like to work with our organization, 
please visit our website or send us email, or put a note in our box at 
Aubergine Café. 
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